PREFACE.                                   Xlll

Devil to their assistance, for want of better help;
and those that did not run into Satan's measures,
and give themselves up to the infernal, yet trod so
near, and upon the very edge of Hell, that it was
hard to distinguish between the magician and the
Devil; and there they have gone on ever since : so
that almost all the dispute between us and the ma-
gicians is, that they say they converse with good
spirits, and we say if they deal with, any spirits, it is
with the Devil: let the following sheets determine
the matter.

Hail! dangerous science, falsely called sublime,

Which treads upon the very brink of crime.

Hell's mimic, Satan's mountebank of state,

Deals with more devils than Heav'n did e'er create.

The infernal juggling-box, by Hell design'd,

To put the grand parade upon mankind.

The Devil's first game, which he in Eden play'd,

When he harangu'd to Eve in masquerade.

In the first ages men mistook thy face,
Thy conj'ring past for wit, thy gravity for grace.
By thee the junior world in witchcraft grew.
That witchcraft still the senior worlds pursue.
Nature's first usher, to induct mankind,
Prompting wise arts to his inquiring mind.
To Jubal thou, and Tubal, science brought,
To this his metals, that his music taught.
But born a cheat, under the cloak of grave,
First made him a mechanic, then a knave,